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Deadlines Looming for Students

itizens Electric is com-

mitted to education and
investment in the communities
we serve.

Scholarships

Each year CEC awards indi-
vidual scholarships of $1,000 to
area Seniors. At least one schol-
arship is awarded to students
attending each of the six area
high schools we serve. We also
award at-large scholarships for a
students living on our lines who
attend a high school we do not
serve or are home schooled and
for students who plan to go into
a career in the electrical field.

Scholarship Applications
Scholarship applications are
due on March 1,2017. Each
application will be reviewed
by our scholarship committee.
Finalists will be invited to an
interview with the committee
and winners will be announced
prior to graduation.

Leadership Trips
Citizens Electric also spon-

sors four students so they may
attend educational and leader-
ship trips each summer.

Youth Tour

The National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association’s
Youth Tour is an opportuni-
ty for students, currently in
their Junior year, to spend one
week on an all expenses paid
trip to Washington D.C. This
once in a lifetime experience
brings students from 47 states
together for one week. While in
Washington, students will visit
the capital, meet with their rep-
resentatives, and tour historic
locations and monuments.

C.Y.C.L.E.

The Missouri Association of
Electric Cooperatives offers the
Cooperative Youth Conference
and Leadership Experience
for students currently in their
Junior year. This three day
conference in Jefferson City,
MO offers students the chance
to learn about electric coopera-
tives, visit the state capital and

Levi Krauss, C.Y.C.L.E 2015, participated in many activities with stu-

dents from around Missouri.

debate a bill of their choosing
on the floor of the Missouri
House of Representatives.

Application Process

Students are encouraged to
create a short video, write an
essay or communicate, in a cre-
ative way, how they are leaders
in their school or community.
Juniors that enter a submission
for either of these trips will be
given special consideration if
they apply for the $1,000 schol-

arships the following year.

Applications for Youth Tour
and C.Y.C.L.E. are available at
CECMO.com; the deadline for
applications is March 1,2017.
Similar to scholarships, finalists
will be invited to an interview to
determine the winners.

If you have any questions or
would like further information,
please visit CECMO.com or call
Shawn at 877-876-3511.

Power Moves® Rebate Changes

Citizens Electric will once again be par-
ticipating in Power Moves® rebates through
Wabash Valley Power Association. Residen-
tial rebates include hybrid or heat pump
water heaters, Energy Star® LED bulbs,
and geothermal and air source heat pump

HVAC units.

Energy Star LED light bulbs will have the

-POWER MOVES-

biggest change in 2017. The rebate has been
reduced to up to $3.00 per bulb. However,
the number of bulbs that are eligible for a
rebate has been increased from 25 to 30 per
member. The incentive has changed due to
the decreased price of LED technology.

Split system air source heat pumps

vV

have also had an incentive reduction. As a

result, the incentive for split systems with
electric backup has dropped to $750 when
replacing electric resistance, ceiling cable,
baseboard, propane or fuel oil heat.

You can find a full list of rebates at CEC-
MO.com and PowerMoves.com.




New Look for
CECMO.com

Citizens Electric recently
updated CECMO.com. Around
half of all visitors to our site
come from smartphones and
tablets. This update allows us to
create a more dynamic website
that is fully functional on mobile
phones and tablets as well as
computers.

One thing that has not
changed is our Member Portal.
Your username and password
that you have used in the
past have not been effected.
Likewise CEC Mobile has had no
change.

Similar to the last version of
our site, we are utilizing free
hosting from Touchstone Energy
Cooperative.

If you have not been to CE-
CMO.com recently, please stop
by and view our new site. You
can find information on rebates,
billing options and much more!

Gitizens d

2017 Vegetatlon
Schedule

For 2017 Citizens Electric has
290 miles of distribution and 24
miles of transmission scheduled
for vegetation clearing and tree
trimming.

Contract crews from
Townsend Tree Service will be
clearing 150 miles of line for the
Silver Lake and Cedar Fork sub-
stations. Areas include Silver
Lake, Cedar Fork, Port Perry,
Yount and Parker’s Lake .

Contract crews from As-
plundh Tree Service will be
clearing 60 miles of line out of
the St. Joe substation, just west
of the city of Perryville. They
will also be clearing 80 miles of
line from our Salem substation,
northeast of Farmington.

Coffman Clearing will be
mowing and trimming 24 miles
of transmission line, from
Fruitland through Shawneetown
and Longtown to Edgemont
substation.
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Generator Safety Tips

F ebruary and early March

are always interesting

times of year in Missouri. We .

can have bitterly cold tempera-

tures with ice and snow or warm

sunny days, and that is often in

the same week! Here are some

generator safety tips to remem-

ber during the final weeks of

winter. .
The improper use of a standby

generator can lead to injury or

death. When using a generator

follow these tips to keep you and

your family safe:

« Read and follow all
manufacturer operating
instructions to properly
ground the generator. Be
sure you understand them
before starting it up.

- Standby generators
should have a transfer
safety switch installed by
a professional. Portable .
generators should never
be plugged directly into a
home outlet or electrical
system—use an extension
cord to plug appliances

into an outlet on the
generator.

Never operate a generator
in a confined area, such
as a garage. Generators
produce gases, including
deadly carbon monox-
ide. They require proper
ventilation.

Remember, when ventur-
ing outside after a severe
storm, stay away from
downed power lines and
be alert to the possibility
that tree limbs or debris
may hide an electrical
hazard. Assume that

any dangling wires you
encounter are electrical,
and treat all downed or
hanging power lines as if
they are energized. Warn
others to stay away and
contact Citizens Electric.
Generators pose electrical
risks, especially when op-
erated in wet conditions.
Use a generator only
when necessary when the
weather creates wet or

moist conditions. Protect
the generator by oper-
ating it under an open,
canopy-like structure on
a dry surface where water
cannot form puddles or
drain under it. Always
ensure that your hands
are dry before touching
the generator.

«  When you refuel the
generator, make sure the
engine is cool to prevent
a fire, should the tank
overflow.

«  There should be nothing
plugged into the genera-
tor when you turn it on.
This prevents a surge from
damaging your generator
and appliances.

«  Besure to keep children
and pets away from the
generator, which could
burn them.

For more safety information
on the use of portable and stand-
by generators and safety after a
storm, go to SafeElectricity.org.

Ants Surprlse Linemen

Many members do not understand why
all power lines are not buried. Yes, this
would prevent outages due to wind and
most traffic accidents, but there are other
hazards.

The photo on the right is a pad mount
transformer that has become the home
of a large ant colony. The damage was
discovered during a routine inspection and
linemen were surprised that the transform-
er was still operational.

Similar to ants, small rodents and snakes
can often be found living in pad mount
transformers. Small animals can slip into
the cracks and utilize the shelter as a den.
That is just one more reason to never plant
shrubs or bushes around them. Venomous
snakes, like copperheads, living in pad
mount transformers can also put family
members and pets that play too close to
them in danger.

Citizens Electric Corporation is an equal oppo

A transformer full of ants was discovered in CEC’s Central
District in November 2016.

rtunity provider and employer.



